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Brandon Kiwanis Club Bulletin  

 Meeting for June 13 

 

Kiwanis Business 
Today was an interclub with the Assiniboine club having six or seven members present at the 

meeting. Patti Wilson introduced her colleagues wearing red shirts. The Lt. Governor of our 

district (Paul Stanicky) was here with a message about the organization of the district 

convention. Paul was encouraging attendance at the convention. He spoke of the theme “Kids 

Need Kiwanis”. The underlying message to be how can we help them? The international 

President (Jane Erickson?) is to attend (if I heard that correctly).  

 

Bev Monk from the Assiniboine club mentioned activities they are supporting in connection with 

the convention. She also particularly mentioned a project in support of refugees with babies. The 

charity is named “Everybody Loves a Baby” and she is collecting baby sleepers to take to the 

convention. She said that donors could get three sleepers to donate at 3 for $15 at Walmart. If 

you get them to her, as mentioned, she will be taking them to the convention. 

 

All of the above went by fairly quickly so my quick notes may be in error but the general nature 

of the information is correct. 

Speaker 
 

Our speaker, Crown Attorney Rich Lonstrup, was introduced by his father Peter. Peter conceded 

he had known Rich from a very early age and traced his early travels with his father in the 

military and his subsequent education and career. The talk was about the role of the crown 

attorney and was intended to make clear the issues and pressures faced as well as to emphasize 

the difference between the role of a crown attorney here in Canada compared with the TV 

characterization of the way their counterparts in the USA function. A strong point of emphasis 

was that their role was NOT to get a conviction at all cost but to have a fair trial and outcome 

and not to clog the courts with cases that were either trivial or where alternate action would be 

more appropriate. If it was clear there was no supporting evidence or if evidence appears part 

way through the process that shows the charge is not supported, the charge is dropped. 

Conviction scores (unlike the representation of American processes) are not kept. The r vs. 

Jorden decision by the Supreme court and the pressure that is creating was mentioned and 
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discussed briefly in questions after. One encouraging sign is that the number of Crown Attorneys 

in the Brandon system has been recently increased significantly. Let’s hope judge replacements 

are speeded up and the system streamlined  to meet the timelines of the folks in the pink robes in 

Ottawa. As a member of the general public I do not have to believe that the Supreme Court 

always shows the wisdom and breadth of vision that they should. 

 

 

Lt Governor Paul Stanicky, me (the guy without the suit), Rich Lonstrup and Hamid 

 

Closeup of the Lt. Governor. 



 3 

What’s happening at Kiwanis  

1) June 20  Jack Jacobson  Jacobson and Greiner 

2) June 27  Business meeting 

3) July  no meetings 

4) August no meetings 

5) September 5  Fall meetings commence 

 

John Rice, Bulletin editor 

           Hugh Cowan, photography 

 

 

 

 

 

  


